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Australia, and South Africa are likely to be of some service to American 
students. They are, on the whole, less open to criticism than are those 
relating to the United States. But the conviction must be expressed 
that the task which Mr. Poley has undertaken remains to be performed 
by an abler hand. 

Frederic A. Ogg. 

Colbert's West India Policy. By Stewakt L. Mims, Assistant 
Professor of History in Yale College. (New Haven: The Yale 
University Press, 1912. Pp. xiv 385.) 

Colbert was an eminently patriotic minister with a purpose of build- 
ing up a prosperous empire; and as Professor Mims clearly shows, 
his West India policy was a cardinal feature of his programme. The 
following is a summary of the main theme of the book: At Colbert's 
accession to power the French at home were listless in industry and com- 
merce, and on the sea their flag was rarely seen, for the Dutch had the 
carrying trade of the world. In America the French possessions com- 
prised on the one hand the straggling and squalid Canadian settlements, 
and on the other a group of small plantation colonies, from twenty to 
thirty years old, in the tropical islands of St. Christopher, Guadeloupe, 
Martinique and Tortuga, which owed to the Dutch traders what pros- 
perity they enjoyed. The government of the islands had long been mis- 
managed; and discontent was rife. Colbert set himself to transform 
the situation. In May, 1664, he launched the West India Company, 
granting to it all the French possessions and claims in the American 
hemisphere and on the west coast of Africa. Along with full proprietor- 
ship and jurisdiction, the company was given the monopoly of trade 
for forty years. On paper it was a magnificent enterprise. But in the 
dearth of private subscriptions, the crown itself contributed the bulk 
of the capital, and the company was virtually a government bureau. 
The directors were politicians, not merchants; and some of the officials 
in the colonies were inefficient and thievish. From the outset the com- 
pany's trade was wretchedly managed; and the war between France 
and England which began in 1666 frustrated the plans for improvement. 
The crown soon cancelled the company's commercial monopoly and 
admitted private French traders to the island markets, though of course 
not the Dutch. The West India Company was always on the verge 
of bankruptcy. It was dissolved in 1674, and the king paid its debts. 
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Nevertheless, though nominally a failure the company was in consider- 
able degree a success as regards Colbert's purposes; for by its means 
the French islands were rehabitated, and the Dutch were replaced by 
private French traders in the markets, greatly to the prosperity of Bor- 
deaux, Nantes and La Rochelle. 

The first half of the book is in chronological form; the second is de- 
voted to the topical treatment of the exclusion of the foreign traders, 
the rise of the private traders, the islands exports of tobacco and sugar, 
and the imports of servants, slaves, foodstuffs and other supplies. The 
book is the fruit of elaborate research in the French archives. It is 
admirably written and heavily documented. It is to be followed by 
other books by the same author continuing the history of the French 
West Indies to the time of the American Revolution. 

U. B. P. 

The Agrarian Problem in the Sixteenth Century. By R. H. Taw- 
ney. (Longmans, Green and Company, London and New 
York, 1912. Pp. xii, 464.) 

Mr. Tawney has given us a work which combines, in a rare degree, 
painstaking investigation and literary grace. With minute detail, ac- 
companied, however, by luminous discussion, he traces a course of 
development which is significant from no less than theree standpoints 
— the economic, the legal, and the political. As regards the first, much 
light is thrown upon the "reaction of growing markets on methods of 
subsistence farming, the development of competitive rents, the building 
up of the great estates, and the appearance, or, at any rate, the exten- 
sion of the tripartite division into landlord, capitalist farmer, and land- 
less aricultural laborer." Concerning the second, the peculiar interest 
lies in "the struggle between copyhold and leasehold and the ground 
gained by the latter." Finally, the important political feature of the 
problem lies in the issue of the conflicting views as to the relative value 
of estate containing large numbers of tenants "able to do service," and 
those yielding great pecuniary returns, irrespective of the size of the 
tenantry. In successive chapters the author described the various 
classes of landholders, and copyholders; traces the transition to capital- 
ist agriculture, and discusses the outcome of the agrarian revolution. 
Six maps in color add much to the value of the work. By copious cita- 
tions from contemporaneous authors and from original records, Mr. 



